
MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING 
Board of Education 

Midland Park, New Jersey 
September 11, 2012 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
The meeting was called to order by William Sullivan, at 8:00 p.m. and the following statement 
was read: 
 
"Adequate notice of this meeting was provided as specified in the Open Meeting Act.  Notices of 
this meeting were sent to the Record, Ridgewood News and to the Midland Park Borough Clerk 
for the 2012 elective year.  A notice was also posted outside of the office of the Midland Park 
Board of Education in a place reserved for such announcements.  The Board announces that 
under its long-standing policy, it will not discuss in public any comments made by members of 
the public concerning individual staff members.  In addition, all questions must be presented to 
the Board of Education during the public session and prior to the adjournment of the meeting.”   
 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 Present: James Canellas   Sandra Criscenzo    
   Richard Formicola   Brian McCourt   
   Robert Schiffer   Peter Triolo 
   Maryalice Thomas    Timothy Thomas   
     

William Sullivan 
  

   
    OTHERS PRESENT 
 
Staff:  Marie Cirasella, Superintendent of Schools 
  Stacy Garvey, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
  
BOARD PRESIDENT ITEMS Mr. William Sullivan 

Midland Park Public School District Mission Statement 
The Midland Park School District as part of a strong, dedicated community, provides students 
with a comprehensive, adaptive education in a positive environment by maximizing all 
resources and empowering them to realize their individual worth and responsibility with the 
expectation that all students achieve the New Jersey Core Curriculum Content Standards at 
all grade levels. 
 
Mr. Sullivan commented on the following items: 
Moment of Silence for the Victims & Survivors of 9/11/2012 and to recognize two from Midland 
Park – Joe Roberts and Neil Shastri.   
The annual NJASBA Convention will be held October 23-25, 2012  
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SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS ITEMS Dr. Marie Cirasella 
 
Dr. Cirasella presented a 2012-13 Back-to-School Update 
  
AGENDA ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
 
Review of agenda for Regular Meeting to be held on September 25, 2012. 
 
 
Open to Public-  Comments only for action items on the agenda.   
 
No one chose to speak on any of these items. 
 
 
Action Items: 
 
A.  Personnel- (M. Cirasella) 
 
 Motion – Dr. Thomas, seconded – Mr. Thomas . . .  
  To approve the following block motion: 
1. Accept the resignation of Nicole Heid as the .5 pre school teacher in the Godwin 

School, effective November 4, 2012 (support material attached). 
 
2. Accept the retirement resignation of Frank Isola as a 6th grade teacher in the 

Highland School, effective December 31, 2012 (support material attached). 
 
3. Approve the appointment of Erin Welch as the maternity leave replacement for 

Danielle Kirsch, special education teacher in the Highland School.  She will be 
paid a salary of $43,250.00 (BA Step 1 on the MPEA salary guide), prorated 
effective September 13, 2012 through March 10, 2013. 

 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 

 Motion – Dr. Thomas, seconded – Ms. Criscenzo . . .  
AS1. Approve the following addition to the list of substitute workers for the 2012-2013 

school year: 
 
Paul Versnel  Bus Driver 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
B.  Finance-  (R. Schiffer, Chairperson)  

 
Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mr. Canellas . . .  
 To approve the following block motion: 

1. Approve the use and rental of the high school Football Field to Summer Heatt 
sponsored by Midland Park Continuing Education for La Crosse clinics on 
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Sundays beginning September 9, 2012 through November 11, 2012 from 8:30 – 
11:30 a.m. (support material attached). 

 
2. Accept the donation of $1,424.99 from the Midland Park Performing Arts 

Parents to purchase new LED lights for the high school Memorial Hall, in 
accordance with policy section 7230. 

 
3. Approve the annual contract between Bergen County Special Services School 

District and the Midland Park Public School District for the provision of 
educational services for non-public school students through I.D.E.A. (support 
material attached). 

 
 Roll Call:  All Yes  
 
Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mr. McCourt . . .  

BS1. Approve the retroactive appointments and rates for the following therapists for the 2012 
Extended School Year (ESY) program: 

 
 Deborah Connors  ABA Therapy  $40/ hour 
 Marilynn Cyran  ABA Therapy  $35/hour 
 Aimee Edwards  ABA Therapy  $50/hour 
 Joy Hollander Fink  Oral Motor/Speech/ $95/hour 
     Feeding  
 Andrea Boyle   Parent Training $80/hour 
 Kimberly Gottlieb  ABA Therapy  $35/hour 
 Matthew Barbiere  ABA Therapy  $35/hour 
 Marie Gramuglia  Orton Gillingham $75/hour 

 
Roll Call:  All Yes 

 The Finance Committee would like to have a meeting on September 18, 2012. 
 
C.  Curriculum-(S.Criscenzo,Chairperson)    

 APPENDIX 
 Ms. Criscenzo, seconded – Mr. Thomas . . .  
1. Accept the following resolution: 
 

 BE IT RESOLVED that the Midland Park School District accepts the NJ QSAC 
Single Accountability Continuum District Performance Review scores and; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Midland Park School District 
acknowledges that it has met the criteria of a high performing district (support 
material attached). 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
Motion – Ms. Criscenzo, seconded – Mr. Triolo . . . 
 To approve the following block motion:  

2. Approve the recommendation of the Interim Director of Special Services for the 
placement and transportation of a high school special education student in The 

 Minutes of the Public Meeting of September 11, 2012 
 



High Point School, Lodi, NJ, effective retroactive from September 6, 2012 
through June 30, 2013. 

 
3. Approve the recommendation of the Interim Director of Special Services for the 

placement of a high school special education student on bed side instruction.  
The Union County Educational Services Commission will provide the bedside 
instruction at the rate of $45.00 per half-hour, effective retroactive from 
September 6, 2012 through November 6, 2012. 

 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 Motion – Ms. Criscenzo, seconded – Mr. Triolo . . . 
  To approve the following block motion: 
4. Approve the list of revised curricula, as per the attached appendix. C-4 
 
5. Approve the Grade 10 ELA curriculum (support material available). 
 
 Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
 
LIAISON/BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 
 
D.  Policy Committee- (T. Thomas, Chairperson) 
 
 No Report. 
  
E.  Legislative Committee- (P. Triolo, Chairperson) 
  

Mr. Triolo provided a summary of the report from the Governor’s Task Force Team charged 
with reviewing recent legislative changes made by the Governor and the State Department of 
Education.  A copy of the summary is available in the Board Office for review. 

 
F. Buildings and Grounds Committee- (J. Canellas, Chairperson) 
 
 Summer Work Completed as of September 7, 2012, as follows: 
 High School: 
 

Installed new speakers and wiring in the Media Center 
 Electrical work on power supply for stadium 
 Repaired light fixture exterior outside band room 
 Repaired timer for outside lighting 
 Air filter replacement for roof top unit and unit-vents 
 Installed new electric and two new AC units in cafeteria 
 Replaced ballasts as needed 
 Painted classrooms, office spaces, bathrooms, hallways, and gym area 
 Trimmed trees court yards 
 Repaved parking lot 
 Installed new carpet in conference room 
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 Replaced ceiling tiles as needed 
Roof replacement in progress section A and E 
Replaces steps on storage area of Maintenance Garage 
Install power pole and lighting for field of stadium 
Address upgrades/wiring throughout building 
 
Godwin School: 
 
Replaced ballasts 
Painted classrooms, hallways, office spaces 
Removed wall and extended Principals office 
Painting and installed new carpets in Principals office 
Repaved parking lot 
Repaired emergency light first floor 
Replaced ceiling tiles as needed 
 
Highland School: 
 
Repaired exterior lighting as needed 
Re-calibrated AC unit for Gym 
Repaired AC in HIP office 
Replaced floor tiles where needed  
Added electric outlets room 12 
Built closet in room 17 
Painted cafeteria, classrooms, office spaces, hallways 
Installed new floors (VCT) in rooms 4, 5, 8 Teachers café and Art room 
Repaired carpet in room 9 
Replace mulch in playground 7 yards –certified 
Repaved school yard 
Replaced ceiling tiles as needed 
Remove and installed new shed 
 
Thank you to the staff and the Administrators for completing such a lengthy list of  
summer projects.   

 Installation of clothing bins in order to support the DARE Program. 
Ms. Criscenzo wanted to thank the parent groups that did plantings in front of Godwin and 
Highland Schools. 

 
G.  Negotiations Committee-  (B. McCourt, Chairperson) 
 
 No Report. 
 
H.  Public Relations Committee- (R. Formicola, Chairperson) 
 
 No Report. 
 
I.  Personnel Committee- (M. Thomas, Chairperson) 
  
 There was a meeting tonight and all items were on tonight’s agenda. 
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J. Liaison Committee 

High School PTA – (S. Criscenzo) 
 
Event Calendar: 
Fall plant sale  
General combination meeting is scheduled for 9/19/2012. 
 
Elementary School PTA  - (P. Triolo) 
 
No Report. 
 
Booster Club – (R. Formicola) 
 
New officers were selected and a meeting was scheduled with the new Athletic Director. 
  
Performing Arts Parents – (M. Thomas) 
 
Stephanie Coppola is the newly elected President of the Performing Arts Parents. 
Membership Drive is currently happening. 
 
Special Education – (B. Sullivan) 
 
Dr. Cirasella is going to contact the Special Education Director to start parent  
meetings for 2012-2013.  
 
Education Foundation – (J. Canellas) 
 
The Education Foundation has an enormous amount of fundraisers planned for this year. 
 The first fundraiser will be:  Lord & Taylor. 
In addition, the committee is working on a new parent Meet and Greet Night.  It will be 
scheduled for the same night as the Board of Education public meeting so that the 
members will attend both. 
 
Board of Recreation – (T. Thomas) 
 
The following sports/events are currently happening: 
Community Day 
Pep Rally on 9/12 
Soccer is in full swing. 
 
Continuing Education Program – (R. Schiffer) 
 
No Report. 
 
Student Representative to the Board – (H. DeKnight) 
 

  No Report. 
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OLD BUSINESS   
 
Mr. Schiffer requested that an e-mail blast be sent out for the Midland Park Girls’ Softball 
Alumni Fund Raiser for the benefit of Elaine Mejury Mazurek. This fund raiser will be on 
September 15th, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. at the Town Snack Bar Field.  In case of rain, the event will be 
held in the High School Gym.   Mr. Canellas stated that when he read the article about the fund 
raiser he commented to a friend that this is why he bought a house in this town.  He was humbled 
by Mr. Schiffer’s efforts. 
 
Ms. Criscenzo asked if there are any visitor spots now at the High School. 
Ms. Garvey replied yes.  
 
Mr. Canellas wanted to know if we lost any spots.  Ms. Garvey replied No- actually we gained 
spots. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Motion – Ms. Criscenzo, seconded – Mr. Formicola . . .   
To go into closed session on September 18, 2012 for the purpose of Board Level Goal Setting 
and Board Self Evaluation Review and before the meeting of September 25, 2012, for the 
purpose of personnel, negotiations, and confidential student and association matters. 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
Open to the Public 
 
Mr. Sullivan invited the public to address the Board. 
Ms. Fantulin said thank you for the drop-off at the high school.  She also questioned if Art is 
provided for both 7th & 8th Grades. 
Dr. Cirasella stated that it is curriculum based, they do not have art in 7th grade but do receive art 
in 8th grade.  Ms. Fantulin commented that parents were told that there would be art in both 
grades.  Dr. Cirasella responded that she will bring this to the Administrators’ attention. 
 
Wendy McGuigan thanked the Board and Ms. Bache for funding for signs and flowerbeds in 
front of Godwin and Highland Schools.  The Board thanked Ms. McGuigan for all of her work in 
this effort. 
 
Motion – Mr. Schiffer, seconded – Mr. Formicola . . .  

To adjourn the meeting. 
 
Roll Call:  All Yes 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Stacy Garvey, 
      School Business Administrator/ 
      Board Secretary 
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